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~St. Stephen’s Mission Statement~ 
Sharing God’s love and bringing hope through ministry and service. 

 
 
 

 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

November 28, 2021 
 
PRELUDE 
 What Shall I Give-What Is This Fragrance?               Catalan/French, 

 arr. Rees-Rohrbacher 
Rebecca Smith, harp 

CHORAL INTROIT 
In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful           Taizé chant (Jacques Berthier) 

 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! 
Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, the Lord is near! 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People You come to your people and set them free. 

 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

KYRIE (Lord, have mercy)   S-86, New Plainsong, David Hurd 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time 
of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

FAMILY ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING-The Gift of Hope 
 

Musical Introit 
 

Responsive Litany 
We begin the season of Advent with expectant and believing hearts. 
 We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s word. 
During Advent we confront the darkness that so often exists around us.  
 We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s word. 
During Advent we confront the doubt that so often resides within us. 
 We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s word. 
During Advent we confront the division that so often occurs between us. 
 We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s word. 
Candle Lighting 
This morning we light the first candle which reminds us of the ultimate hope that comes through our Savior’s 
birth.  In a world where we often get overwhelmed by our circumstances, Advent comes as a gentle whisper 
offering us hope to heal the broken, befriend the lonely, and share the good news of the Gospel.  This morning 
let us begin this Advent season with expectant and believing hearts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Gracious God, as we embark upon another Advent journey, we pray that we would be encouraged by hope, 
strengthened in unity, and inspired through faith.  May our ears be open and our hearts ready to receive the gift 
of hope embodied in the Word made flesh.  We pray this in the name of Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and 
he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

PSALM:  Psalm 25:1-9 
Remain seated.  Psalm said responsively. 

 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 
  let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 2Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 3Show me your ways, O LORD, * 
  and teach me your paths. 
 4Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 5Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
  remember me according to your love  
        and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
 7Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 
  therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 8He guides the humble in doing right * 
  and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 9All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 
  to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 
SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Thessalonika. 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 
10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 
faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so 
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Silence may follow. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 
All stand.  SING VERSES 1 & 2 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel       H 56 Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 21:25-36 
All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of 
this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 
face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things 
that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON           The Rev. Victor C. Hailey 
 
THE CREED 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
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of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please kneel as you are able. 
 

Presider:  My brothers and sisters, may God strengthen your hearts in holiness.  Trusting in God, let us pray, 
“O come, O come, Emmanuel; be our hope and our salvation.” 
 

Litanist:  God our hope, make us increase and abound in love for one another.  Keep your Church on the paths 
of love and faithfulness. 
(Silence)     O come, O come Emmanuel; 
People:    Be our hope and our salvation. 
 

Litanist:  God our hope, usher in your reign of justice and righteousness.  May all the world know your peace 
and safety.   
(Silence) O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
People:    Be our hope and our salvation. 
 

Litanist:  God our hope, you place signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars.  Give us the eyes to see, the 
wisdom to prepare, and the faith to trust in you.   
(Silence)  O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
People:    Be our hope and our salvation. 
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Litanist:  God our hope, under your reign divisions are overcome, unity restored: bring the people of this region 
– from city, village, and town – together in a spirit of love and respect.  We thank you for those in the 
fellowship of the faith in our Diocese: St. John’s Church, Kingsville; Christ Church, Columbia; Church of 
Christ the King, Woodlawn;  and in our Anglican Cycle of Prayer: our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico and 
the Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil.   
(Silence)  O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
People:    Be our hope and our salvation. 
 

Litanist:  God our hope, remember your compassion and love.  Heal and restore the sick and the suffering, the 
anxious and the grieving, especially: Rankin Lusby, Joe, Donna Graves, Beth Nelson, Jeanne Centofanti Jensen, 
Toni Hoffer, Wayne Lockard and the Lockard Family, Phil Hoge, Eloise Hendrixson, Mary and Scott Vining, 
Loretta March, Leonard Tabor, Mae, Samuel, Alexandra, Jenny, Kelly Weaver, Kelsey, Boyd, Mel Sappington, 
Pat Cooper, Fran Sullivan, Mark, Alan, Jordan, Noah, and those we name with our lips or in our hearts;  those 
who have been deployed and put in harm’s way to defend our country, and those who work for the safety of our 
communities and the security of our country. 
(Silence)  O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
People:    Be our hope and our salvation. 
 

Litanist:  God our hope, keep us blameless before you that we may meet the coming of our Lord Jesus with joy.  
May we, and all who have died, rise to life immortal with all your saints.   
(Silence)  O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
People:    Be our hope and our salvation. 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION: Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
 Who at My Door Is Standing?  English folk song, arr. K. Lee Scott 

Rebecca Smith, harp 
 
Who at my door is standing, there patiently drawing near, 
who entrance is demanding? Whose is the voice I hear? 
Sweetly the tones are falling: “Now open the door for me 
If thou wilt heed my calling, I will abide with thee.” 

 
Within, the rooms are darken’d, all filled with dust and sin; 
how shameful, how unworthy for Christ to enter in. 
Yet, the tones are falling: “Now open the door for me! 
If thou wilt heed my calling, I will abide with thee.” 

 
Door of my heart, I hasten! Thee will I open wide. 
Though he rebuke and chasten, he shall with me abide. 
Sweetly the tones are falling: “Now open the door for me!” 
Lord God, I hear thee calling, come now, abide with me.  
Dear Lord, abide with me!  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy, Lord)      S 124, New Plainsong, David Hurd 

 

 

 
 

 

The People stand or kneel.  

The Celebrant continues 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 
Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed 
Stephen, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)           S 161, New Plainsong, David Hurd  
 

 

 

 

 
 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION MOTET 
 Wait for the Lord          Taizé chant, Jacques Berthier 

Rebecca Smith, harp 
 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
from the Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988) 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I 
proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the 
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me 
with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.  May I live in you, and you in me, in this 
life and in the life to come.  Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

POSTLUDE 
Ricercar pro Tempore Adventus                        Johann Kaspar, Ferdinand Fisher    (on Ave Maria Klare) 

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #400617-M.  
All rights reserved. Hymn permission used by Rite Song.  A one-time reprint license for congregational use. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Classes meet today as usual at 10:30 a.m.  Contact Danielle Sykes: 
(daniellesykes80@yahoo.com/ 586-557-2993) with any questions.   
 

NURSERY - Our Nursery, located in the church basement, is available for infants and toddlers during the 
10:30 a.m. service. 
 

ADVENT begins on November 28.  During this time preceding Christmas we hope you will join Father Hailey 
for: 
 “Light of the World” by Amy Jill Levine—A book study to be held each Sunday in Advent at 9:15 am in 

the Parish Hall.  Order your book from Amazon.com or Barnes & Noble. 
 Compline in the Courtyard each Sunday in Advent at 5:00 pm.   Gather around the fire pit in the courtyard 

in front of the church for prayer and fellowship. 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS—If it’s Advent, it must be time to order your thanksgiving and/or memorial 
poinsettia plants.  This is a lovely way to honor loved ones.  Plants are $11.00 each.  Use the order form found in 
the bulletin and place it with your check (made out to St. Stephen’s Church) in the collection plate or give to 
Irene, the church secretary.  Last day for ordering is Sunday, December 19.   
 

ENVELOPES – If you have pledged for 2022, please remember to pick up your offering envelopes and thank 
you gift in the narthex. 
 

PLEDGE STATEMENTS – If anyone would like an up-to-date Pledge Statement for 2021 at this time, please 
email or call the church secretary (410-721-2881; ststephens1838@gmail.com).  Otherwise, 2021 Pledge 
Statements will be sent out the first week of January 2022. 
 
COAT DRIVE – We are partnering with Accenture Federal Services again.  This time we will be collecting 
Coats for the Homeless.  Collection time ends on December 20 (please do not bring anything in after that 
date).   Thank you to those who donated socks in the Fall.  They were distributed to Covenant House, Washington, 
D.C., the Light House Shelter, Annapolis, and the Alexandria Community Shelter, VA. 
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♫ Music Notes 

There is an Advent prayer from New Guinea that says, “Lord Jesus, oil the hinges to the doors of my heart 
that they may open more easily when you come to enter at Christmas time.” This sentiment is expressed in the 
stanza of “O come, O come, Emmanuel” that begins “O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our 
heavenly home.” The words of today’s offertory anthem, Who At My Door Is Standing?, are based on the image 
from Revelation 3:20 where Jesus says “Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open 
the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.” In John 10:9 Jesus is the guardian of the sheep’s 
entrance, when he says, “I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 
pasture.” Jesus, then, is both the key and the door. 

The text was written by Mary Slade around 1875. She was a pastor’s wife, teacher, and assistant editor of The 
New England Journal of Education. She wrote a number of gospel songs. The melody is an English folk tune. Arranger 
K. Lee Scott is an internationally known conductor and composer of sacred music whose hymns have appeared in 
eight hymnals. He taught at the Univ. of Alabama School of Music. 
 

The Rev. Dr. David Kerr Park, Director of Music 
 
CHRISTMAS PLANS 
Our Christmas Service Schedule is as follows: 
     December 24 
 4:30 pm—Simple Outdoor Service around the fire pit 
 6:00 pm—Holy Eucharist in church 
 8:30 pm—Carol Sing with the choir in church 
 9:00 pm—Festive Eucharist in church 
     December 25 
 10:00 am—Holy Eucharist (no music) 
     December 26 
 9:00 am—Lessons and Carols 

(The Christmas Pageant will be recorded and put on Facebook) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Gift of Light 
“Keep awake!” Jesus tells us, as if we could possibly let ourselves sleep right now. This year, full of plot twists has not given us a 
chance to rest. Staying vigilant has been standard operating procedure since the first cases of COVID-19 started making news. This 
was followed quickly by economic unrest and work disruptions, changes of our routines. Suddenly our living rooms were classrooms 
and our kitchens stocked snacks for quick meals between web conferencing. Our summer was marked by political upheaval, 
demonstrations for justice, natural disasters of every kind – more sleepless nights. Thank you for the words of advice, Jesus, but 
keeping awake has not been a problem this year.  
 

But I don’t think Jesus was worried about our sleep cycles; rather, his words were a caution to stay focused, to pay attention. 
Further, I believe Jesus was not asking us to merely pay attention to the news cycle, to the obvious events that shape the big 
moments in the world around us, but to notice the subtleties, the patterns of behavior, the nuances.  
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Advent is a subtle season. Its quiet refrain offers us hope and patience in equal measure. Around us it 
is characterized by a frenzy of shopping and planning; but deep into the darkening evenings and cooler 
days of the Northern Hemisphere, or fully into the languid heat and brightening skies of the south of our 
globe, there is a silent stirring of movement and of expectation, as the things we have planted deep, 
begin to take root and find the light. Those small moments, the delicate actions and thoughts of 
Advent, open our hearts to see that faint light as it breaks through the chaos of our culture.  
 

These are the gifts of the season: patience, hope, anticipation, and like every perfect gift, these 
presents bestow on us just what we need when we need it most. In a season marked by the 
opposing forces of starkness and extravagance, God’s generosity appeals to us in the simplicity of 
God’s desires for us: to be patient, to live in hope, to anticipate the freedom that will unshackle us 

from oppression. “And what I say to you, I say to all: Keep awake!” |  


